
What to do with a degree in

Foreign Language & Literature Department website: http://cas.okstate.edu/fl l/

The Curriculum
The Department of Foreign Language & Literatures off ers 

Bachelor of Arts degrees in French, German, Russian and 

Spanish.  The program in foreign languages and literatures 

investigates how peoples and nations express themselves 

through language, literature and other cultural phenomena.  

In today’s world of increasing globalization, the ability to 

communicate eff ectively in another language and with a person 

from another culture is a highly sought after commodity. 

Knowledge of a foreign language combined with a chosen 

fi eld will give students a signifi cant competitive edge in the job 

market

.  

Foreign Language Majors develop the 

following skills: 

The study of a foreign language involves learning new 

terminology, how to interpret informa! on, decoding 

language, making meaning of text and interpre! ng 

visual cultural cues.  Skills in communica! on, team 

building, coopera! on, respect for others and tolerance 

for diff erences are all marketable skills developed in the 

foreign language classroom.

Cultural Analysis:  Foreign Language majors learn to 

understand and appreciate the culture associated 

within the language and to gain insight into the 

evolu! on of the culture and civiliza! on of foreign 

peoples as refl ected in their literature.

Communica! on:  Foreign Language majors learn to 

listen, speak, read, write, and comprehend one or 

more foreign languages.

Cri! cal Thinking: Foreign Language majors learn 

to think and express themselves logically, precisely 

and cri! cally in one or more foreign languages 

and to acquire skills in literary cri! cism by reading 

representa! ve foreign authors

Depending on your desired career path, addi! onal skills 

may need to be developed to be compe! ! ve in the 

marketplace upon gradua! on.  Make an appointment 

with a career consultant to design your individual career 

development plan.

Job & Internship Web Sites

• American Councils of Interna! onal Educa! on

 h$ p://www.americancouncils.org/ 

• Ins! tute of Interna! onal Educa! on

 h$ p://www.iie.org/

• Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages

 h$ p://www.tesol.org/

• American Translators Associa! on 

 h$ p://www.atanet.org 

• Na! onal Associa! on of Judiciary Interpreters and Translators

 h$ p://www.najit.org

• American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages

 h$ p://www.ac% l.org

• Peace Corps

 h$ p://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm

• Trabajos

 h$ p://www.trabajos.com/

• The Riley Guide Interna! onal Resources

 h$ p://www.rileyguide.com/internat.html

• U.S. Department of State

 www.state.gov/careers

• Bilingual Jobs

 h$ p://www.bilingual-jobs.com/

• Dave’s ESL Café-Job Center

 h$ p://www.eslcafe.com/jobs/

• Overseas Jobs

 h$ p://www.overseasjobs.com/

• America’s Job Bank

 www.ajb.org

• U.S. Offi  ce of personnel Management

 www.usajobs.opm.gov

• United Na! ons

 www.un.org

• Carl Albert Public Internship Program

 h$ p://www.ok.gov/opm/State_Jobs/index.html

College of Arts & Sciences Career 

Success Guide
Provided to all new, incoming students as an introduc! on to the 

career planning process If you don’t have a Guide…Get one!!! 

Foreign Languages

Questions?
College of Arts & Sciences Career Services

Student Success Center, 213 LSE

S! llwater, OK 74078-3016



Potential Career Paths Include

Business

Foreign Language graduates have a host of business job 

opportuni! es open to them.

Career Op! ons

Business Execu! ve Sales Specialist

Textbook Representa! ve/Sales Public Rela! ons Expert

Interna! onal Lawyer Import/Export Specialist

Interna! onal Banking/Finance Offi  cer

U.S. Representa! ve (foreign company)

Technical Liaison (businesses opera! ng in a foreign country)

Poten! al Employers 

Import/Export Firms Banking Facili! es

Non-Profi t Organiza! ons Government

Communications

As the world moves closer to a global economy graduates 

with foreign language skills can be a valuable link in the 

communica! on chain.

Career Op! ons

Interna! onal Telephone Operator

Foreign News Correspondent Foreign News Photographer

Film/Radio/Television Producer Simultaneous Interpreter

Entertainment Media Specialist Editor

Translator (books, ar! cles, and reviews)

Adver! ser (ethnic or foreign market)

Interna! onal Communica! ons Specialist

Poten! al Employers

Telephone Companies Telemarke! ng 

News Organiza! ons Freelance

Travel Services

The increase in the number of interna! onal tourists visi! ng the 

country has made bilingualism an important skill in the travel 

industry.

Career Op! ons

Hotel and Resort Airline Pilot

Restaurant Airport Personnel

Travel Agent Travel Advisor

Ticket Agent Tour Guide

Flight A$ endants

Poten! al Employers

Travel Industry Visitors Bureau

Airlines/Airports Conven! on Centers

Government & Information Services

Foreign language competence is an asset to workers in social 

work, public health, and law enforcement.

Career Op! ons

Diploma! c Corps Offi  cer Translator/Interpreter

Court Interpreter Immigra! on Counselor

Federal Agency Bilingual Staff  U.S. Customer Agent

U.S. Naturaliza! on Service Agent

Poten! al Employers

United Na! ons U.S. Customs Service

U.S. Department of State Na! onal Security Agency 

Central Intelligence Agency 

Federal Bureau of Inves! ga! on

Drug Enforcement Administra! on

Education

Professors conduc! ng research need to be able to locate 

informa! on in a variety of sources and use or access to a 

foreign language is essen! al.

Career Op! ons

Textbook Author/Editor Linguis! cs

School Teacher Translator

Educa! onal Administrator

Poten! al Employers

Universi! es/Colleges K-12 Schools

Language Schools Social Service

 

Science/Medicine/Social Services

Federal, state, and local service agencies hire bilingual or 

mul! lingual personnel, depending on the language groups 

presented in the community.

Career Op! ons

Scien! fi c Researcher Counselor

Nurse/Doctor Social Worker

Law Enforcement Offi  cer Missionary

Public Assistance Interviewer Firefi ghter

Health Service Worker Paramedic

Mul! lingual A$ orney Civil Service

Poten! al Employers

Interna! onal Agencies Hospitals

Social Service Agencies Government 

Law Enforcement Armed Forces

Build Skills Beyond the Classroom
Join related clubs & organiza! ons

Athle! cs/Sports

Military

Part-! me Employment (Summer/Work Study)

Internships/Job Shadowing

Travel/Work Abroad

Volunteer/Community Service

Need help with the job search?
College of Arts & Sciences Career 

Services off ers:

Arts & Sciences 4111 Career Planning and Job Search Strategies

 

Come See Us!
College of Arts & Sciences Career Services

Student Success Center, 213 LSE

phone: 405-744-5658

email:ascareers@okstate.edu

Appt calendar: ascalendar.okstate.edu


